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About Us

An IRS 501 (c) (3) and Puerto Rico Treasury Department 
(1101.01) Tax Exempt Organization founded on October 
10, 1996.

Affiliated with the United Nations Association of the USA 
(UNA-USA); a program of the United Nations Foundation. 

A new generation inspired by both—the legacy of Pablo 
Casals at the United Nations and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

UNA-USA PR coordinates programs and activities in the 
areas of education and volunteerism—while collaborating 
on initiatives to promote, integrate, advance, measure, 
and finance the SDGs in Puerto Rico.



A blueprint to achieve a better and more

sustainable future for all people by 2030

“The Sustainable Development Goals are a collection of 17 

interlinked global goals designed to be a blueprint to achieve a 

better and more sustainable future for all. The SDGs were set up 

in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly and are 

intended to be achieved by 2030.”





Led by islands for islands, the Local2030 Islands Network was launched as part of

a Global Island Partnership event at U.N. Headquarters in 2019, during the 74th

Session of the U.N. General Assembly. UNA-USA PR has been the liaison

between the Government of Puerto Rico and the Local 2030 Islands Network.



Statement during the United Nations CoP 26 Conference in November 2021





The Government of Puerto Rico (via DDEC) in collaboration with UNA-USA PR, sent its first official

representation to the Local 2030 Islands Network, during the first face-to-face meetings of the Communities of

Practice in Sustainable Tourism and Data for Climate Resilience—which were held the week of April 2-6 2023

in Honolulu, Hawaii. Nildamarie Diaz-Hiraldo, Supervisor of the Sustainable Tourism Division of the Puerto

Rico Tourism Company and Dr. Pablo Méndez-Lázaro of NOAA and member of the Committee of Experts

and Advisors on Climate Change; represented our archipelago in this event.



TARGET & MEASURE LOCALLY AND 
CULTURALLY PERTINENT GOALS WITH 
STATISTICAL INDICATORS 

DEVELOP SDGs DASHBOARDS TO 
INCLUDE PR IN THE US SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT REPORT & GLOBAL SDGs 
DASHBOARD

ENGAGE VIA COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE 
ON ENERGY, FOOD, WATER, DATA, 
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM & PUBLIC POLICY

CORE INITIATIVES FOR PUERTO RICO 



EDUCATION 
FOR 

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

SDSN

GLOBAL 
SCHOOLS 
PROGRAM

MODEL 
UNITED 

NATIONS

ROTARY 
PRoPAZ 

PROJECT

“Education for sustainable 

development (ESD) is UNESCO’s 

response to the urgent and 

dramatic challenges the planet 

faces. 

The collective activities of human 

beings have altered the earth’s 

ecosystems so that our very 

survival seems in danger because 

of changes more difficult to reverse 

every day. 

To contain global warming before it 

reaches catastrophic levels means 

addressing environmental, social 

and economic issues in a holistic 

way. UNESCO’s ESD for 2030 

education program aims to bring 

about the personal and societal 

transformation that is necessary to 

change course.”







The UN Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network (SDSN) works under 

the auspices of the UN Secretary-

General to mobilize the world’s 

universities, think tanks, and national 

laboratories for action on the 

Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) and the Paris Agreement on 

Climate Change; empower societies 

through free online education; and 

translate scientific evidence and ideas 

into solutions and accountability.

The SDSN was established in 2012 by 

the former UN Secretary-General, Ban 

Ki-Moon, and world-renowned 

economist and professor, Jeffrey 

Sachs.



The Global Schools Program is an initiative of the UN

Sustainable Development Solutions Network in support of

UNESCO’s Global Action Program on Education for Sustainable

Development (ESD). Global Schools develops the tools,

resources and programs to support education systems around

the world in shaping a more resilient and sustainable world. The

vision of the program is to create a world where every primary

and secondary school student is being equipped with the

knowledge, values, and skills necessary for effectively

responding to the greatest challenges of this century and

shaping a sustainable and prosperous world for all.



On March 10, 2023, at the Manuela Toro Morice High School, the Puerto Rico Department of Education and 

UNA-USA PR held the first workshop for the development of local lessons on the Sustainable Development 

Goals; for the future Global Schools Puerto Rico program.



MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

PROGRAM Through programs such as Model 

United Nations and United 

Nations Student Organizations; 

students in Puerto Rico (6th 

grade to university level) are 

exposed to the SDGs while 

developing skills such as critical 

thinking, oral and written 

communication, interpersonal 

skills, negotiation, conflict 

resolution, tolerance, dialogue, 

teamwork and building consensus 

— thereby empowering them with 

knowledge and skills to help them 

become successful entrepreneurs 

and responsible global citizens.



Violence, both physical, verbal, psychological, emotional, and financial, is one of the most 
critical problems in Puerto Rico and therefore we have to come together as a people to 
address and reduce violence, including self-inflicted.

The Project's motto is: “Let's Solve Differences Without Violence.”  The Project requires for 
its success; actions at three levels that are intertwined:

The first level is educational, highlighting the problem and offering concrete tools for those 
who think being violent and those who are victims of violence (sometimes self-inflicted as 
in suicide).

The second level is in support of existing programs in Puerto Rico, the expansion of these 
programs, and the implementation of new programs to prevent and address violence.

The third level is to address the roots of violence for which we will use the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals beginning with the first five (end of poverty, eradication of hunger, 
good health and well-being, quality education, and gender equality), and ending with 16 -
peace, justice and strong institutions, and 17 – partnerships for the Goals.



DEVELOP LOCAL LESSON PLANS (K-12), 
TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMS AND 
ACTIVITIES, IN COLLABORATION WITH PR 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, ACADEMIA, 
NGOs & SDSN’s GLOBAL SCHOOLS PROGRAM

PROMOTE SDSN’s SDG ACADEMY, UNA-USA 
PR’s MODEL UNITED NATIONS PROGRAM & 
OTHER INFORMAL EDUCATION PLATFORMS 
AND PROGRAMS ALIGNED WITH EDUCATION 
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

FORGE COLLABORATIONS & COORDINATE 
ACTIVITIES BETWEEN LOCAL UNIVERSITIES 
AND THE SDSN

CORE INITIATIVES FOR PUERTO RICO 



The

Sustainable      

Compact

The U.N. Global Compact is the world’s largest corporate 

sustainability initiative.



U.N. Global Compact USA Representative, Adam Gordon, during the Puerto Rico is Open for Green 

Business Conference on April 30th 2019. The panel was coordinated by Invest Puerto Rico, in 

collaboration with UNA-USA PR. Álvarez-Diaz & Villalón and UNA-USA PR commenced a collaboration 

to develop the first local case study of a Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) and a strategic plan for 

UNGC in Puerto Rico.



In 2022, Carla Joan González and local arquitectural firm Álvarez-Diaz & Villalón were recognized as 

SDG Pioneer finalists by U.N. Global Compact USA, for their efforts to advance the SDGs.





Capacity Building

• Online academy

• SDG Accelerators

• SDG Incubators

• SME contractual 

partnerships

Recognizing Leadership

• Rankings

• For-profits

• Non-profits

Multi-stakeholder

partnerships

• SDG Working group

• Annual conference

• Dialogues & Forums

The Sustainable Compact

Awareness Raising

• Social media 

Campaigns

• Speaking 

engagements

Policy Dialogue

▪ PR Manufacturers 

Association

▪ PR Chamber of 

Commerce

Social Enterprise Focus

• Materiality assessment

• Stakeholder engagement

• SDG Alignments

• Impact measurement

• Sustainability reports

CORE INITIATIVES FOR PUERTO RICO 



COLLABORATION

BETWEEN

NETWORKS



The Puerto Rico SDG Working 

Group is a collaborative ecosystem 

coordinated by UNA-USA PR, 

which brings together over 100 

organizations, companies, 

cooperatives, universities, and 

government agencies to help 

promote, integrate, advance, 

measure and finance the SDGs 

locally.



“Through this network we aim to transfer knowledge and skills

between island partners to solve environmental problems in

unique island ways.

We seek to open the doors to island community participation

in the decision-making process over issues that affect us and

to generate resources and attention to our islands. Probably,

the most crucial issue that this network works for is to

advocate for policy and legislation that addresses the needs

and singularities of U.S. islands.”

Lirio Marquez, Steering Committee Co-Chair

CSIN Fall 2022 Gathering Opening Remarks

RCE Puerto Rico - REDeS is a network of government,

non-profit and private organizations, as well as individuals

that facilitate learning towards sustainable development in

local and regional communities. It is one of the 179

Regional Centers of Specialization in Education for

Sustainable Development around the world and the only

one located in the insular Caribbean. It was officially

recognized by the United Nations University Institute for

Advanced Sustainability Studies in January 2020.

Our RCE aspires to translate the global Sustainable

Development Goals (SDG) in the context of Puerto Rico.

This is represented, but not limited to, the following

transversal SDGs: (3) health and well-being, (4) quality

education, (10) reduction of inequalities, (13) climate

action, (14) life below water, (15) life on land (17)

partnerships for the goals.





NEW PROMOTIONAL BRAND

SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS 

DEVELOPMENT OF WEBSITE          

  WWW.ODSPUERTORICO.ORG

CORE INITIATIVES FOR PUERTO RICO



Funding & 

Advisory Council

We aim to submit Federal, foundation and 

corporate proposals to finance each of the 

5 Pillars and core initiatives & recruit an 

Advisory Council that provides capital and 

serves the following purposes:

• Provides mentoring and guidance.

• Brings varied perspectives to the table.

• Ensures accountability.

• Represents all sectors.

• Amplifies the core initiatives with its network. 

• Challenges the PR SDGs 2015-2030 to become and 

remain pertinent.

• Takes a bet on calculated risk, because its too risky not 

to!



www.unausapr.org
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